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A German humanist reading of Tacitus's "Germania"

ALTHAMER, Andreas.

Scholia in Corneliu[m] Tacitu[m] ...
De situ, moribus, populis[que]
Germaniae ...

(Colophon: Nuremberg, Friedrich
Peypus for Leonard Aich, 1529).
4to. With a woodcut border on the
title page incorporating the printer's
device, several decorated woodcut
initials, and Peypus' woodcut
printer's device on the final page.
Later vellum, red sprinkled edges.

☞ More information and images

 

Fine scholarly edition of Cicero's letters

CICERO, Marcus Tullius.

Epistolarum ad Titum Pomponium
Atticum Lib. XVI. M. Brutum Lib.
I. Quintu[m] Fratrem Lib. III.
Praeterea Titii Pomponij Attici Vita.
Et Interpretatio Graecorum.

Lyon, Sébastien Gryphe 1536. 8vo.
With a woodcut printer's device on
the title page, and a variant of the
device on the verso of the last leaf,
and several decorated woodcut
initials with cherubs. Contemporary
overlapping vellum, sewn on 4
vellum tapes laced through the
joints, the manuscript title on the
spine, red edges.

☞ More information and images

 

The "Anabasis of Alexander" in Italian for the first time

ARRIANUS, Flavius and Pietro

LAURO (translator).

De i fatti del Magno Alessandro re
di Macedonia. Nuovamente di
Greco tradotto in Italiano per
Pietro Lauro Modonese.

Venice, (colophon: Michele
Tramezzino), 1544. 8vo. With a
woodcut printer's device on the
title page and final leaf. 18th-
century vellum with a paper title
label on the spine.

☞ More information and images

 

Rare early edition of a classic and profusely illustrated work 

on Roman military practice and establishment of encampments, 

and Roman baths

CHOUL, Guillaume du.

Discorso … Sopra la castrametatione &
bagni antiche i Greci & Romani.
Nivamente revisto & ricorretto
dall’istesso Auttore. Con l’aggiunta della
figura del campo Romano.

[Padua], Marc Antonio Olmo, 1558. 8vo.
The word "Discorso" printed in woodcut
border at the top of the title-page, with
woodcut printer’s device: an elm with
the words: "Ulmus amica viti" (the elm
is friendly for vines). With 43 full-page
woodcuts (ca. 11 x 7.5 cm),  a large
folding woodcut plate in two leaves (as
issued, in total ca. 40.5 x 36 cm) of a
plan of a Roman camp: "Figura del
Campo de Romani", and 2 large
historiated woodcut initials of 10 lines
and 3 capital spaces with guide letters
for initials of 5 lines. Modern vellum.

☞ More information and images

 

First Italian translation, in a beautiful contemporary Italian binding

THUCYDIDES and Francesco di Soldo STROZZI (translator).

Delle guerre fatte tra popoli della Morea, et gli Atheniesi, nuovamente
dal Greco idioma, nella lingua Thoscana, con ogni diligenza tradotto,
per Francesco di Soldo Strozzi Fiorentino. L'annotatione, &
dichiaratione di tutti i luoghi difficili, con la tavola copiosissima di tutte
le guerre, le paci, gli accordi, le triegue, le leghe, le battaglie navali, le
giornate, le citta prese, i por tenti accaduti, i pronostichi fatti, i luoghi
spianati, arsi, & distrutti, che nell'historia si contengono: posti tutti per
ordine dell'alphabeto.

[Venice], Laocoonte, [1550]. 8vo. With a woodcut printer's device
depicting the Laocoön Group on the title page and final leaf, and several
historiated woodcut initials in the text. Contemporary Italian gold-
tooled brown morocco.

☞ More information and images

 

Corfu through the centuries: trade, war, travel and culture

 

CORFU COLLECTION.

Remarkable collection of books and
artworks from the sixteenth to the
nineteenth century relating to Corfu.
The collection gives a
comprehensive overview of the
history, culture and society of the
island, including its political and
military history, government and
law, literature, medicine, trade and
travel. It contains both works about
Corfu and several works printed on
the island itself.

An eCatalogue, a full list of contents
as well as descriptions of separate
items are available upon request.

☞ More information and images

 

Rare edition of a popular classical rhetoric handbook

APHTHONIUS of Antioch;

Rodolphus AGRICOLA and

Giovanni Maria CATANEO

(translators).

Aphthonii sophistae progymnasmata.
Partim à Rodolpho Agricola, partim à
Ioanne Maria Catanaeo latinitate
donata. Cum luculentis & vtilibus in
eadem Scholiis Reinhardi Lorichii
Hadamarii. Nunc verò omnia multò
quàm antea & emendatiora & meliori
artificio disposita.
Paris, Gilles Gourbin, 1580. 16mo in
8s. With a woodcut printer's device on
the title-page, 3 woodcut headpieces
in the beginning of the work, and 9
decorated woodcut initials throughout.
17th-century limp vellum. 

☞ More information and images

 

One of the most influential works of mythological commentary 

of the 16th and 17th centuries

CARTARI, Vincenzo [& Antoine du

VERDIER].

Imagines deorum, qui ab antiquis
colebantur: in quibus simulacra, ritus,
caerimoniae, magnaque, ex parte
veterum religio explicatur: ...

Lyons, Etienne Michel (colophon:
printed by Guichard Julliéron), 1581
(colophon: August). 4to. With
Michel's woodcut publisher’s device
on the title-page (an Ottoman man and
a fruit tree with motto “virtutes sibi
invicem adhaerent”), a full-page
woodcut portrait of Antoine du
Verdier, a small woodcut illustration
and 89 beautiful large woodcuts (13 x
9.5 cm) of classical mythological gods
and heroes in the text. Modern
sheepskin parchment.

☞ More information and images
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The collected works of father and son Seneca 

in a compact Plantin school edition

SENECA, Lucius Annaeus the
Younger & Lucius Annaeus
SENECA the Elder.

Quae extant opera.
Leiden, ex officina Plantiniana,
Franciscus II Raphelengius, 1609.
12mo. With the woodcut printer's
device of the Officina Plantiniana
on the title page. Contemporary
overlapping vellum. 

☞ More information and images

 

Original edition of the best Martialis text 

of the seventeenth century

MARTIALIS, Marcus Valerius and Petrus SCRIVERIUS (editor).

[Epigrammata]. Nova editio.
Leiden, Johannes Maire, 1619. 3 parts in 1 volume. 12mo. With the
woodcut printer's device of Officina Plantiniana Raphelengii on the title
pages of ad 1 and 2, and the woodcut device of Maire on the title page
of ad 3. With: (2) Petrus SCRIVERIUS. Animadversiones in
Martialem. Opus invenile, & nunc primum ex intervallo quindecim
annorum repetitum. 
Leiden, Johannes Maire, 1618.
(3) Justus LIPSIUS, Janus RUTGERSIUS, Johannes Isacus

PONTANUS (Janus GRUTERUS, Josephus Justus SCALIGER,

and others). Notae in Martialem. Ad Petrum Scriverium.
Leiden, Johannes Maire, 1619. Contemporary gold-tooled vellum.

☞ More information and images

 

Illustrated Spanish book on the Sybils, 

prophesying the coming of Christ

 

PORRENO, Balthasar.

Oraculos de las doce Sibilas.
profetisas. de Christo nostro Señor
entre los gentiles...
Cuenca, Domingo de la Iglesia,
1621. 4to. With an engraved title-
page, 12 full-page woodcuts (on
integral leaves), each text page in
a frame of thin rules, the text
opens with a woodcut decorated
initial. Contemporary limp vellum,
remnants of ties.

☞ More information and images

 

One of the finest editions of Ammianus Marcellinus, 

in a Gouda prize binding with illustrations

by Romeyn de Hooghe

AMMIANUS MARCELLINUS and Jacob GRONOVIUS (editor).

Rerum gestarum qui de XXXI supersunt, libri XVIII. Ope mss. codicum
emendati ab Frederico Lindenbrogio & Henrico Hadrianoque Valesiis cum
eorundem integris observationibus & annotationibus, item excerpta vetera de
gestis Constantini & regum Italiae...

Leiden, Pieter van der Aa, 1693. 4to. With an engraved frontispiece, an
engraved vignette on the title page, a full-page engraved portrait of Jacob
Gronovius by A. van Zylvelt, 3 folding engraved plates (of which two signed by
Romeyn de Hooghe), 14 full-page engraved plates, a half-page engraved
illustration of Lacus Ascanius. Contemporary gold-tooled vellum with the
manuscript title and author on the spine.

☞ More information and images
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FIncunable edition of an influential second century description 

of the antique world

DIONYSIUS Periegetes.

[Incipit :] … de situ orbis
habitabilis …
[Colophon:] Venice, Franz
Renner, 1478. Small 4to (19 x 14
cm). With the first four lines
printed in red and 9 white on
black decorated woodcut initials
(1 series), plus 1 repeat. Set in
roman type, 26 lines to a page,
with two words in Greek.
Modern blind-tooled calf.

☞ More information and images

 

"Father of History" in elegant & famous first Greek edition 

by Aldus Manutius, from the Arenberg library

HERODOTUS.

[Historiarum] libri novem. Quibus
musarum indita sunt nomina.
(Colophon: Venice), Aldus
Manutius, (colophon: September
1502). Folio (29.5 x 20 cm). With
Aldus's anchor and dolphin device
on the title page and the verso of
the last leaf. Late 19th-century
blind-tooled, polished tan calf, the
central panel with the arms of the
Dukes of Arenberg.

☞ More information and images

 

Splendid large watercolour view of ruins in Sicily

[CASSAS, Louis Francois].

[View of the Taormina theatre ruins (Sicily) with Mount Etna in the
distance].

[Sicily or Paris], [ca. 1781 or somewhat later?]. 46 x 81 cm (frame 85 x
128 cm). Watercolour with pencil outlines and highlighted with white,
laid in on paper pasted on wood.With a later blue and gold passe-partout
in a contemporary gilt frame.

 

☞ More information and images

 

Commentaries and scholia on Demosthenes’s orations, & Harpocration’s

dictionary: 

second edition, in the original Greek, by Aldus's successors, 

based on his own first edition

ULPIANUS of Emesa and Valerius HARPOCRATION.

Commentarioli in olynthiacas, philippicasque Demosthenis orationes.
Enarrationes saneque necessariae in tredecim orationes Demosthenis.
...Dictionarium decem Rhetorum. [preceded by the titles in Greek].

(Colophon: Venice, heirs of Aldus Manutius, and his father-in-law
Andrea Torresano d’Asola [& sons], June) 1527. Folio (31 x 21 cm).
With Aldus's famous woodcut dolphin device on the title-page and an
older but very similar version on the verso of the otherwise blank last
leaf. Set in Greek type (the Upianus in 1 column; the Harpokation in 2
columns) with incidental roman. Recased in 18th-century vellum over
flexible boards.

☞ More information and images

 

First edition of an important and one of the earliest works on

colour, 

formerly attributed to Aristotle

[THEOPHRASTUS? (pseudo ARISTOTLE)] and Simone PORZIO.

De coloribus libellus, à Simone Portio Neapolitano latinate donatus, &
cometariis illustratus: una cum euisdem praefatione, qua coloris naturam
declarat.

Florence, Lorenzo Torrentino, 1548. 4to. With 2 large woodcut historiated
initials. Contemporary limp sheepskin parchment, manuscript spine-title,
with 4 fragments of a Latin manuscript in an upright humanistic hand on
vellum used as spine lining.

☞ More information and images
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