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Groundbreaking early study of animal instinct 

and behaviour uniting natural history philosophy 

and the origins of animal psychology

REIMARUS, Hermann Samuel.

Allgemeine Betrachtungen über
die Triebe der Tiere, hauptsächlich
über ihre Kunsttriebe. Zum
Erkenntniß des Zusammenhanges
der Welt, des Schöpfers und unser
selbst vorgestellet. 
Hamburg, Johann Carl Bohn,
printed by Johann Gottlob
Immanuel Breitkopf, 1762. 8vo.
With woodcut head- and
tailpieces, woodcut decorated
initials, and a woodcut vignette on
the last page. Contemporary calf.

☞ More information and images

 

More General Zoology

 

Famous natural history of the Netherlands; 

with extensive studies on horses and cattle

FRANCQ VAN BERKHEY, Johannes le.

Natuurlyke historie van Holland.
Amsterdam and Leiden, Yntema & Tieboel, 1769-1811. 9 parts in 16
volumes. 8vo. With an engraved portrait, a hand-coloured engraved
map, 78 engraved plates, mostly folding, including one beautifully
coloured by a contemporary hand, and 12 folding tables. Contemporary
half calf and marbled paper sides. 

 

Recent eCatalogues

Summer Catalogue Maritime History Early Printing

 

Illustrated by Redouté and Barraband

SAVIGNY, Marie Jules-César

Lelorgue de.

Histoire naturelle et mythologique
de l'ibis.
Paris, Allais, 1805. 8vo. With 6
engraved plates, including 3
folding, designed by Redouté and
Barraband and executed by
Bouquet. Contemporary half red
morocco.

☞ More information and images

 

More Entomology

 

Important treatise on South American zoology

AZARA, Félix de and Médéric

Louis Élie Moreau de SAINT-

MÉRY (translator).

Essais sur l'histoire naturelle des
Quadrupedes de la province du
Paraguay.
Paris, Charles Pougens, 1801. 2
volumes. 8vo. Mid- to late 19th-
century gold-tooled half brown
morocco.

☞ More information and images

 

More on  South America

 

Life, earth, and the skies: 

Buffon’s complete illustrated encyclopaedia of nature

BUFFON, Georges Louis Leclerc, Comte de.

Oeuvres complètes, suivies de ses continuateurs Daubenton, Lacépède,
Cuvier, Duméril, Poiret, Lesson et Geoffroy St. Hilaire.
Brussels, Th. Lejeune, 1828-1833. 20 volumes (14 text and 6 atlas).
8vo. With a lithographed frontispiece portrait of the author, a
lithographed portrait of Daubenton, 2 lithographed emblematic
frontispieces, 2 lithographed double-page maps of the Old and the New
World, 6 numbered lithographed plates of teeth, 16 numbered
lithographed plates of scientific instruments etc., and 6 numbered
lithographed plates of seeds in the first 4 introductory volumes,
lithographed frontispieces of a naked man, woman and child, and 26
lithographed plates of human heads and species, including 10 are nicely
coloured by hand in volume 5 on the natural history of man,
illustrations of mammals and mammalian anatomy on 469 lithographed
plates, including 226 coloured by hand in volumes 6 to 10, and
illustrations of birds on 210 lithographed plates, all beautifully coloured
by hand, and including 8 heightened with gold in volumes 11 to 14.
Contemporary half calf.

☞ More information and images
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On the auditory organs and gills of fishes

BRESCHET, Gilles.

Recherches anatomiques et
physiologiques sur l'organe de
l'ouïe des poissons.
Paris, Imprimerie Royale, for J.B.
Baillière in Paris and London,
1838. 4to. With 17 folding
lithographed plates (ca. 560 x 210
mm.) of the auditory organs, and
other details, of various fishes.
Original blue publisher's
wrappers.

☞ More information and images

 

From leaf to moth: 

104 hand-coloured plates of the Tineina life cycle

 

STAINTON, Henry Tibbats.

The natural history of the Tineina.
London, John van Voorst, 1855-1873. 13 volumes. 8vo. With 104 hand-
coloured lithographed plates. Contemporary publisher's blind-stamped
blue cloth.

☞ More information and images

 

From the library of the famous Dutch naturalist François P.L. Pollen, 

with his manuscript commentaries

SCHLEGEL, Hermann.

De vogels van Nederland beschreven en afgebeeld.
Leiden, D. Noothoven van Goor, [1859]. 3 volumes. 8vo. With 362 hand-
coloured lithographed plates of Dutch birds, highlighted with an (egg)
wash; plates 1-178 in plates volume 1 and plates 179-362 in plates volume
2. All illustrations are captioned in the plate. Contemporary half gold- and
blind-stamped tan sheepskin, decorated paper sides, blue floral endpapers.

☞ More information and images

 

More on Low Countries

 

Charting new species: Baron Walsingham’s pioneering study 

of North American microlepidoptera

WALSINGHAM, Thomas de

Grey, Baron.

Pterophoridae of California and
Oregon.
London, John van Voorst, 1880.
8vo (24.9 x 15.7 cm). With 3
hand-coloured plates depicting 46
specimens, drawn by E.W.
Robinson and printed from steel
engravings. Later half light blue
cloth.

☞ More information and images

 

From skull to fur: 

descriptions and 25 hand-coloured illustrations of Chilean rodents

PHILIPPI, Rudolph Amandus.

Figuras i descripciones de los
murídeos de Chile.
Santiago, National museum, 1900.
Large 4to (33 x 28.5 cm). With 25
hand-coloured lithographed plates.
Publisher's grey wrappers, with
the title page on the front board.

☞ More information and images

 

Some highlights from our stock

 

Seven revised ornithological offprints by Napoleon's nephew

BONAPARTE, Charles Lucien.

[Collection of revised ornithological offprints from Comptes rendus].
Including:
Coup d'oeil sur l'ordre des pigeons. Paris, 1855.
Tableaux synoptiques de l'ordre des hérons. Paris, 1855.
Catalogue des genres et sous-genres d'oiseaux contenus dans le
Muséum Brittanique. Paris, 1855. 
Note sur les oiseaux des Iles Marquises, et particulièrement sur le genre
nouveau Serresius. Paris, 1855.
Tableaux paralléliques de l'ordre des gallinacés. Paris, 1856. 
Excursions dans les divers musées d'Allemagne, de Hollande et de
Belgique, et tableaux paralléliques de l'ordre des échassiers. Paris,
1856. 
Ornithologie fossile servant d'introduction au tableau comparatif des
ineptes et des autruches. Paris, 1856.
Paris, Mallet-Bachelier, 1855-1856. 4to. 7 parts in 1 volume. With a
collective title-page for several of the offprints: Tableaux paralléliques
des oiseaux praecoces ou autophages. Gallinacés, échassiers,
palmipèdes et rudipennes (Paris, 1856) and all first leaves of the quires
signed with a "B", indicating a revised offprint. Modern half morocco.

☞ More information and images

 

Unpublished illustrated supplement 

to Duhamel du Monceau's 'Traité général des pesches

FRANCQ VAN BERKHEY, Jean le.

[Autograph letter in French, signed, to Henri Louis Duhamel du
Monceau.]
Leiden, 10 December 1771. 25 x 20 cm (letter) & 23.5 x 18.5 cm
(manuscript). Never bound.
With: [MANUSCRIPT]. [FRANCQ VAN BERKHEY, Jean LE].
Memoires, pour servir a ce que l'illustre auteur de "L'histoire generale
des poissons" Monsieur M. Du Hamel de Monceau, solicite a l'egard
des morues.
[Leiden, 1771].
A letter and treatise in French, written in dark brown ink on paper in a
neat and easily readable hand, the treatise with 9 tipped-in pen and ink
illustrations drawn by the author (6.5 x 10.5 to 11.5 x 21.5 cm) and a
few small illustrations in the text.

☞ More information and images

 

First Dutch translation of a popular description of sea plants and

corals, 

with 52 hand-coloured plates

MARSIGLI, Luigi Ferdinando.

Natuurkundige beschryving der
zeën.
The Hague, De Compagnie, 1786.
Folio. With an engraved
frontispiece by Matthijs Pool, 12
mostly folding maps, profiles of
coast-lines and tables, and 40 full-
page engraved plates with
numerous illustrations of sea
plants and corals, all beautifully
coloured by hand. Contemporary
half calf, gold-tooled spine.

☞ More information and images

 

Zoological work including unicorns and dragons, 

with 95 engraved plates

MERCKLEIN, Georg Abraham.

Neu ausgefertigtes historisch-medicinisches Thier-Buch in vier
besonderen Theilen verabfasset; ... Wobei verschiedene, wieder
allerhand Kranckheiten bewehrte Geness-Mittel: angezeiget.
Nuremberg, Johan Friedrich Rüdiger, 1714. 8vo. With a double-page
engraved frontispiece, engraved by Johan Lorentz Hönnig, a double-
page letterpress title-page printed in red and black, and 95 engraved
plates, each depicting several animals. Contemporary vellum.

☞ More information and images

 

Rare work with the complete series of 127 attractive animal plates

RIDINGER, Johann Elias.

[Naturhistorisches Original-Thierwerk].
[Augsburg, Engelbrecht, 1825]. Oblong folio. With 127 numbered
engraved plates including frontispiece incorporating a small portrait of
Johann Elias Ridinger (1698-1767) in profile on a base with his name
and profession, surrounded by animals, and plates showing all kinds of
animals classified in 9 (of 10) sections. Lacking the title-page and part
of the text, but with all plates complete. Contemporary diced half calf,
gold-tooled spine, marbled sides.

☞ More information and images

 

60 splendid plates of East Indian shellfish, 

crustaceans and other marine specimens

RUMPHIUS, Georg Everhard.

d'Amboinsche rariteitkamer, behelzende eene beschryvinge van
aleerhande zoo weeke als harde schaalvisschen, te weete raare krabben,
kreeften, en diergelyke zeedieren, als mede allerhande hoorntjes en
schulpen, die men in d'Amboinsche zee vindt: daar benevens zommigen
mineraalen, gesteenten, en soorten van aarde, die in d'Amboinsche, en
zommige omleggende eilanden gevonden worden.
Amsterdam, Jan Roman de jonge, 1741. Royal folio (44 x 27.5 cm).
With engraved title-page, engraved author's portrait, 60 engraved plates
and 5 engraved vignettes. Contemporary red half roan (sheepskin).

☞ More information and images

 

Impressive drawing of a hawk. Fine painting of a falcon

SLIJPER, Hendrik Johannes

(artist).

[A hawk perched on a birch
branch].
[The Netherlands], 1973. Gouache
and watercolour drawing on
greyish paper (ca. 74.5 x 57.5 cm).
With a manuscript dedication by
the artist “Voor Joosje & Thomas
Rap”, signed “H.J. Slijper” and
dated “1973” in black ink in the
lower right-hand corner.  In
passepartout and framed (ca. 100 x
80.5 cm)..

☞ More information and images

SLIJPER, Hendrik Johannes

(artist).

[A Eurasian hobby perched on a
tree stump].
[The Netherlands], 1986. Oil
painting on board (ca. 29.5 x 19.5
cm). Signed “H.J. Slijper” and
dated “1986” in white paint in the
bottom right corner. In
passepartout and framed (ca. 47.5
x 37 cm).

☞ More information and images
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